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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
WKW Erbsloeh North America, Inc., Opens New Facility in Pell City, Ala.
PELL CITY, ALA. – June 18, 2008 - Today WKW Erbsloeh North America, Inc. officially opened its new production facility in Pell City, Ala. with a ribbon cutting ceremony. The American subsidiary of Erbslöh Corporation, which belongs to WKW automotive, covers an area of 13,000 square feet. The 93,000-square-foot property has enough room for future expansion.
The new plant will produce decorative and functional components made of aluminum and steel for the North American market. This is being done in response to a request by car manufacturers to produce the required car components locally for their plants in America.
The manufacturing program of the facility includes almost the entire product range of WKW automotive. WKW automotive is the group of Walter Klein GmbH & Co. KG (WKW), an automobile supplier from Wuppertal / North Rhine-Westphalia. In addition to manufacturing and finishing of extruded aluminium profiles and processing of sheet steel, the company’s know-how includes plastic injection molding as well as plastic extrusion. Almost all known European car manufacturers are customers of WKW.  
In attendance at the event were representatives from the State of Alabama, local elected officials, Gert Mayer, owner of the company, and more than 120 international guests.

Mayer, the son-in-law of the founder and name-giver of the company, has been successfully directing the affairs of the family business for the past 53 years. In this function he is supported by his son Christian Mayer and another managing director, Peter Kruft. 
The company’s internationally active facilities produce decorative and functional parts, hood components, as well as engine components and heat exchanger profiles. WKW automotive has almost 4,000 employees, and annual sales for 2008 are expected to reach approximately 500 million Euro. 

WKW automotive has the following subsidiaries and affiliated companies:
Walter Klein GmbH & Co. KG, Wuppertal and Bad Laasphe

WKW-SUMA GmbH, Wuppertal

Erbslöh Aluminium GmbH, Velbert

EA Dachrelingsystem GmbH, Solingen

PEAK Werkstoff GmbH, Velbert

PEAK France S.A.S., St. Avold/France

PEAK North America Inc., Detroit/MI/USA
Erbslöh Hungaria Kft., Györ/Hungary

Hillebrand Erbslöh Oberflächen GmbH, Wickede

WKW Kunststofftechnik Rüthi AG, Rüthi/Switzerland

Silvatrim S.A.M., Monaco

WKW Erbsloeh North America, Inc., Pell City/Alabama
WKW Erbslöh Automotive GmbH, Wuppertal

WKW Erbsloeh Automotive, Inc., Detroit/MI/USA

Beijing WKW Erbslöh Automotive Parts Co., Ltd., Beijing/China
Beijing Erbslöh Aluminum Co., Ltd., Beijing/China
Beijing Alro Automotive Parts Surface Treatment, Beijing/China
Qinhuangdao WKW Automotive Co., Ltd., Qinhuangdao / China

SilvaFlex Sao José dos Pinhais, Curitiba / Brazil
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